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of a generation-in a fascinating collection
of comments, reports, interviews,
reflections, and memories of John Lennon
and the Beatles. Their musc, films,
politics, lifestyles, and the culture they
shaped ae al here, in a
never-before-available record of some 20
years of pop history. Ranging from the
critical to the celebratory, the preposterous
to the prophetic, these essays bring into
sharper focus who John Lennon was and
what his art was all about, written by
commentators as diverse as Martin Amis,
Luciano Berio, Robert Christgau, Noel
Coward, Lukas Foss, David Frost, Pauline
Kael, John Lahr, Philip Larkin, Bernard
Levin, Wilfred Mellers, John Rockwell,
Ned Rorem, Andrew Sarris, Gloria
Steinem, Kenneth Tynan, and Tom Wolfe.
In this portrait of a time so new and so
much in change, Lennon emerges as a
complex, difficult genius. Often dismissed
as frequently as he was overpraised,
Lennon has become, for many, a
transcendent figure. Former British Cabinet
Minister Richard Crossman summed up
why in a 1969 diary entry: In his strange
fashion, looking through those spectacles
... hewas, | must admit, the only person in
al these programmes with a gospel, a hope
and abelief.
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